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Having thus shown how the quarrel between the Court
and the Council began, and the relation of the two
parties to each other, I shall proceed to sketch its progress.

There were three distinct matters which came into
question at varioiis times between the Court and its
enemies.

The first was the dispute between the Court and the
Council as to the extent of the jurisdiction of the Court
over the local Councils, the members of which then
represented what would now be called the District Offi-
cers, both in the judicial and in the revenue branches.

The second concerned the jurisdiction which the Court,
was charged with claiming over zemindars as such.

The third concerned the jurisdiction of the Court over
the town of Calcutta, and this was a question not between
the Court and the Council, but between the Court and
the European inhabitants of Bengal in general but in
particular of Calcutta.

With respect to the first and second brandies of the
quarrel, a preliminary observation must be made, which
applies equally to each. The procedure in the mofussil
in cases before the Supreme Court was the ordinary
English procedure in civil actions at common law slightly
modified, that is to say, a writ was issued and served, and
if the defendant did not thereupon put in bail to answer
the action he was liable to be arrested, as the phrase was,
" on mesne process," and imprisoned till his case was
heard, which might be for many months. The only
modification introduced into this by the rules of the
Supreme Court was that an affidavit as to the fact which
was said to make the defendant liable to the jurisdiction
of the Court was required of the plaintiff, and the writ
was not issued until by this means a, prima fade ca.se had